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GF&P causing problems, THE DRAWING BOARD
not fixing them
Once again, the Guns, Fees &
Politics (GF&P) Commission has
proclaimed another successful
mountain lion hunting season.
Not hard to do when you have no
clue what you are doing other
than economically exploiting a
natural resource!
They ignored the recommendations of an already intimidated
“professional” group of biologists
and increased the hunting quota,
claiming they wanted to “slightly”
reduce the Hills population by
killing (or the politically correct
term: harvesting) as many as 25
females, while ignoring what was
to happen to the kittens too young
to fend for themselves. Some were
left to die a slow, torturous death,
while others turned to easier prey
(domestic animals), since they
were not yet proficient enough to
subsist on natural prey.
The Commission is actually
causing the problem, not fixing it!
The other part they continue to
ignore is the directed killing of the
20 or more lions throughout the
year by GF&P officials for wandering in their natural habitat now
claimed by people who can’t tolerate nature. So the kill levels are
easily double what is claimed.
The first rule of wildlife biology
is balance of nature. Instead, we
get politics as usual, placing
licenses and trophies ahead of
sustainment.
DEAN FLAGE
Sturgis

Bless peacemakers,
not the warmongers
Are we in Afghanistan to take
on the Taliban (Journal, Feb. 24)? I
thought, perhaps wrongly, that
our “enemy” there was al-Qaida.
How the Taliban treats “their”
women has not been a serious political issue, and we don’t treat
“our” women as equals. Why did
the South Dakota House kill legislation that would require insurance companies to cover birth
control prescriptions, etc., for
women? They cover vasectomies
and Viagra for men. That’s not
equality.
As for “Telling Ellsworth’s
story better” as reported by
“Ours,” yes, we want our troops
“safe from surprise attacks and
explosive devices,” but the article
explained, “War is a messy thing”
(!) and “can kill innocent people.”
In fact, recently 33 civilians just
died “messily.”
So much for “winning the
hearts and minds of the Afghan
people” or converting them to
Christianity!
Jesus never mentioned abortion or birth control, homosexuality or the unborn. He said to give
away your riches if you want to
follow him.
He said Blessed are the Peacemakers, not the Warmongers. No
wonder the world’s people see us
as terrorists.

diligence by Sam proved Mr. Ellis
was not truthful in his answer to
the City Council.
The mayor and City Council
did an injustice to Sam, Sam’s
supporters and the citizens of
Rapid City by holding the hearing
at the end instead of the beginning
of the council meeting. When one
is going through the charade of an
impartial hearing, when in reality
you are stacking the deck for a
kangaroo court, you want as few
witnesses as possible.
The citizens of Rapid City
would be better served if six
members on the city council and
those in the mayor’s office showed
the same respect for the taxpayer
that Sam Kooiker exhibits.

journals and in recent news articles, as Minnesota is opening
three brand-new ones this year.
I think one of the most farreaching potential benefits of
birth centers in our state would be
the effect of the competition on
hospitals. So far, hospital maternity wards compete with each
other by installing prettier floors
and curtains and bigger NICU
units.
Birth centers, by contrast, sell
their statistical outcomes: safely
reducing Caesarean surgeries and
increasing breastfeeding success.
The practice guidelines of the
American Association of Birth
Centers (AABC) “promote” —
rather than merely “allow” —
natural birth.
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about birth centers in medical
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You have left the confused kittens to die a slow, painful, cold
death as they innocently wait for
mom to return and the older kittens try to survive on someone’s
pet.
When Game & Fish did send
someone out to find these unfortunate little kits, they should have
been made to stay out until they
were found.
However, man had the option
to run for the warmth, food, comfort and protection that they denied a kitten facing certain death.
I hope you all do not sleep well
at night, because you are going to
get yours in the end.

make a sentient person scratch his
head in astonishment.
SHEBBY LEE
Black Hills Playhouse alumni
Rapid City

Proper values come
from the home
In Possum Walk Creek, Mo.,
the Great Depression lingered into
the early 1940s. At Payne School
there, our food fights were a little
different than the one recently
staged at Dakota Middle School. If
our one rich kid happened to
throw away a partly eaten orange,
likely there would be a fight to see
who would get to finish eating it.
I think our young “scholars”
are spoiled. They need discipline
and responsibility. Our teachers
no longer have the authority to
instill such values.
But proper values start from
the home. Many years ago when I
was teaching at the South Dakota
School of Mines & Technology, I
had a student who was called out
of class. When he returned, I
said, “I hope it was nothing serious.” “Yes, it was,” he said. His
mother had just been killed in a
tractor accident, and he had to
leave.
Two days later, he was back.
“Take more time,” I said. “No, my
mother would not want me to.”
In the rest of my career, I tried
to live up to the standard set by
that student. I never succeeded.
We need more families like that.
JAMES D. PATTERSON
Rapid City

People blocking stairwell
at Rush hockey games
Last night, I went to a Rush
game. Just before the first break, I
went to go down to the vendor
area. As I tried to leave, the stairway was blocked by three people
wearing yellow jackets. One of
them asked if I wanted to get by, I
said yes, and he moved a little so I
could get by, but I still had to
brush against him to do so.
Just as the second period was
starting, I tried, along with about
six other fans, to go back to my
paid seat. We were told we would
have to wait until the play was
over before we could go.
Now, these same three people
were watching the game and were
jumping up and down with excitement, because they were
watching the game. I bet they
didn’t pay to get in to watch the
game like we, who were stuck on
the stairwell did.
Since when did the civic center
start making their own laws?
This is not right, and others
who feel the same way should
write to the civic center.
DAVE KELLY
Rapid City

